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Hood's crimes

-

ut mob takedown at risk

BY JOHN MARZULLI
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

A SEASONED rat — already
marked for death by the mob —
has managed to enrage prosecu-
tors, too, after he admitted com-
mitting crimes while in the feder-
al witness protection program.

Francesco (Frank) Fiordili-
no, a former Bonanno mobster,
copped to illegal gambling and
collecting debts for people he
owed money while he was testi-
fying for the government last
year 1n a sensational gangland
murder trial, the Daily News has
learned.

Fiordilino’s alleged crimes
could now tossinto jeopardy the
conviction of Gambino capo
Bartolomeo Vernace, 65, who
killed two men 1n a Queens bar
in 1981. The murders were
sparked by aspilled drink.

Defense lawyers Charles
Carnest and Joseph DiBenedet-
to have filed papers seeking a
new trial or an evidentiary hear-
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ing to explore Fiordilino’s crimi-
nal activities while protected by
the feds.

Court records show the
44-year-old rat admitted his
crimes to handlers in the U.S.
Marshals Service and the Brook-
lyn U.S. attorney’s office be-
cause he feared he was going to
get whacked over the money he
owed.

Flordino testified about
Vernace’s involvement with lu-
crative baccarat games run by
the Gambino and Bonanno fam-
ilies in social clubs and coffee
bars. His testimony about how
he experienced a “metamorpho-
sis” from lowly coffee boy to re-
spected thug after committing a
murder supported the govern-
ment’s theory that Vernace’s sta-
tus was enhanced after the
Queenskillings.

Vernace’s conviction was a

huge win for the feds because he “I no longer have to lie, cheat or

had previously beaten the rap pretendanymore.”
for killing bar owners Richard Being an informer has cost
Godkin and John D’Agneseina  him his family.

state trial. Vernace was convict-
ed last year in federal court for
the murders on “Western Night”
atthe Shamrock Bar on Jamaica
Ave.onApril 11,1981.
Flordilino has talked a good
game since he cut a deal to beat
his own murder rap 1n 2008. He
told a federal judge that the mob
1s a “farce” and a “gang made up
of individuals with very low self-
esteem whoteed onthe weak.”
Federal Judge  Nicholas
Garaufis rewarded him
forhis cooperation. The
killer said at the time he

Lastyearat Vernace’strial, he
said he’s estranged from his two
brothers.

“They don’t wantto talk to me
(because) 'marat,” he said.

Fiordilino also described how
spending time on the lam 1n Cali-
fornia in 1993 was a lot like his
new life.

“I'would be walking down the
street and a person would be
like, ‘Hello,” and I would be like,

‘How the hell do you know
me?’ " herecalled. “Itwasa

different feeling, 1t was
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had no regrets about be- . nice. It was not hectic,
Ing a turncoat. * nothing was crazy, kind of
“I'm totally at ‘w like how life is today for

peace with my me.

decision to
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defect.” Bartolomeo Ver-

T nace was guilty in
Fiordili 1981 slays over a
no said.

spilled drink.




